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Visit the Biosimilar Hub to learn how biosimilar medicines can help
support the future of the Australian healthcare system

Biosimilar medicine facts
Did you know"?
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k{‘ Biological medicines are medicines made by living cells or organisms.
They are usually made of proteins that are naturally produced in
the human body.’

“ Biological medicines treat illnesses such as cancer, diabetes, severe

psoriasis, rheumatoid arthritis, inflammatory bowel disease, multiple
sclerosis and kidney disease. They have helped improve life for
thousands of Australians.

\\\,// A biosimilar medicine is a highly similar version of an original brand

\"/ of a biological medicine, marketed by a different manufacturer once
1] the patent on the original brand expires.

Biosimilar brands of biological medicines are thoroughly tested to
show that they are just as safe and effective as the original
biological brands before they are approved by Australian regulators.?

Biosimilar medicines have been available since 2006, and are now
used all over the world.* The first biosimilar medicine was used

(_ra ’.' in Australia in 2010.°

Australia has a strong regulatory system that ensures the safety,
. ~ ‘ effectiveness and quality of all medicines, including biologicalmedi€ines.°
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$ @ Using biosimilar medicines has the potential for substantial cost savings

for the Australian Government, which could be used to fund new medicines
or healthcare initiatives.

.l ". It is up to you and your doctor to choose which
m n biological medicine is right for you.
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